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Barcelona, November 2004

PRESS RELEASE

“We are all human beings and it is our task to share our feelings with other human beings. I do believe that art helps people to understand each other; you relate to cultures through art –this is the most important bridge among different civilizations.”

Paulo Coelho

Paulo Coelho, author of the international bestsellerThe Alchemist, has been invited to form part of the jury at the 4th International Film Festival of Marrakech that will take place from 6th to 12th December 2004, under the patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI and presided by His Royal Highness Prince Moulay Rachid. It is the first time that Mr. Coelho visits Morocco sinceThe Alchemist was published in 1988. 
The Alchemist is strongly influenced by Arab culture. The novel recounts the story of Santiago, a shepherd boy who abandons his flock in Andalusia in search of a chimera. Leaving from Morocco, he travels to the pyramids in Egypt in an enriching journey across the Sahara desert. Acclaimed by critics and by its readers, the novel is not addressed to our intellect but directly to our souls. Already considered a classic of our times, it has sold over 40 million copies worldwide.

Actor and director Laurence Fishburne, who will also participate at the Film Festival, is developing, together with Warner Bros, the movie version of The Alchemist.
Next January, Editions Le Fennec of Casablanca and Editorial Sirpus of Barcelona will co-publish “The Alchemist” in Arabic pocket edition. All Prints Publishers of Beirut publishes Paulo Coelho’s works in paperback. 
For further information:
Tel:  +34 93 206 37 72

Fax: +34 93 280 61 90

almenara@sirpus.com 

www.sirpus.com 

Cardenal Vives i Tutó, 59 - 08034 Barcelona (España). Tel: +34 93 206 37 72 - Fax: +34 93 280 61 90
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